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NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY

The Digitization of Historic Newspapers Project and How It's Going

Back in 2023, the Henderson County Public Library started the process of digitizing all the historic newspapers
published in the county. With this transition, anyone is now able to access the newspapers oniine from their
home, another state, or our library computers, rather than having to use the microfifm machine. Having this
online database has also made it easier for patrons that come in to search for specific names and years to find
what it is they are looking for. Although digitizing the microfilm had fong been discussed, getting started was
difficult due to financial constraints. Nevertheless, through networking with other library directors and attending
conferences, we learmned about Newspapers.com, an incredible resource made possible by Ancestry. Through
their amazing program for libraries our digitization project was completely free. Since August 2023, we have
beenlworking with Ancestry to digitize all our microfilm and bound newspapers to complete this process. We
have completed the digitizai:ion of all the microfilm, and they hope to be finished with the bound newspapers by
September 2025. You can find all the information and access a video on how to navigate the database using

. our library website hendersoncolibrary.com. Just click on the community tab on the homepage and go to our
Henderson County Genealogy and Family History Society page to find everything. We have already gotten
great feedback from this online resource and are so thankful to the Henderson County Genealogy Society and
Newspapers.com for this collaboration.

Newsletter Information

A goal for this and upcoming issues is to highlight the history/reasons behind names of places in the county. We will highlight
community names, and also the names of some locations in our community that seem to be names used only locally, and don‘t
always show up on maps. If you have corrections or additional information to add, we are very open to your input. Please reach
out to Trish at buzzardwest@gmail.com. Upcoming Meeting, due to Maundy Thursday seyvices, the April meeting will not be
held. Instead, the next mesting will take place on JUNE |9, at 7:00 pm at the library. As always, your ideas and
suggestions are welcome. Contact Trish with ideas or questions. Fran puts notices about meetings, etc., on the Henderson
County Public Library Facebook page and in The Quill. For those wondering about Fran, her health is much improved and she is
home from the hospital.




The County

The Henderson County Quill printed the following map for Heritage Trall
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According to familysearch.org, “the county was named for the Henderson River. Large numbers of Kentuckians

settled in frontier Henderson County, llinois. The name of the county (Henderson) is reminiscent of Henderson

(KY) - the previous residence of many pioneer settlers. The county seat is Oquawka and the county was
organized in 1841."

2. Oquawka

Mississippivalleytraveler.com states that "The village's name is derived from the Sauk and Meskwaki word Oquawkiek,
which means something like yellow banks, a reference to the color of the biuff faces along the Mississippi River in these
parts.

Dr. isaac Galland was the first European fo build a cabin at Yellow Banks (in 1827), but it was really two Phelps brothers
who were instrumental in getting Oquawka rolling. Stephen Sumner Phelps was born in Palmyra, New York in 1805, the
fifth of seven kids. The Phelps family moved to lllinois around 1820. Alexis went up to Galena and mined lead, inviting his
brother, Stephen Sumner, to join him, who did for a while, but got sick (prabably from lead poisoning) and had to quit.
While ill, Sumner learned from Jerry Smith, who lived near Yellow Banks, that Galland was discouraged and ready to sell
his claim. Sumner sent word to his father, Stephen, to buy Galland's land, which they got for $400. Galland moved across
the river, while Sumner, his wife, Phebe, brother William, and an enslaved person moved in on September 10, 1828.
Another Phelps brother, William, went up to New Boston to establish a trading post near the Sauk and Meskwaki Indians
who were led by Chief Keokuk. Sumner got into the fur trade (competing with Astor's American Fur Company) and
became friends with Meskwaki leaders Kiyo'Kaga (Keokuk), Taimah (Tama), and Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiak (Black
Hawk). The Meskwaki gave Sumner the name Wah-wash-e-ne-qua (Hawk Eye).

During the Black Hawk War, Tama stayed at the Sumner Phalps House for a few days. When word got out thathewas -

there, a group of drunken scldiers surrounded the house and demanded that Tama be turned over to their custody for
arrest. Sumner refused. The soldiers threatened to fire on the house, but Sumner found a way o get them irto town,
maybe by promising them whiskey. Once in town, he threatened to shoot every one of them, a threat that seemed more
plausible when a group of 50-ish armed townspeople showed up.

Adter the Black Hawk War, Alexis Phelps left Galena for Oquawka. In 1834, Colonel John B. Patterson moved to town. A
veteran of the Black Hawk War, Patterson helped write Black Hawk’s autobiography, based on Black Hawk's own
dictation and with translation help from Davenport's Antoine LeClaire. Patterson also founded a newspaper, the Spectator,
in 1848 that published for 60 years.

Patterson’s son, Edwin, nearly scored a major coup when he negotiated with Edgar Allen Poe to edit a literary magazine.
Edwin worked with his father at the Spectator and was gquite a fan of Poe’s work. In December 1848, Edwin wrote a letter
to Pos inviting him to edit a literary journal that was to be based in Oquawka. Edwin waited for a reply for four tortuous
months, a wait that was longer than necessary because Edwin had misaddressed the letter.

Poe’s response was cautious but encouraging; he offered to meet in person to discuss the idea. Poe prefarred to have the
magazine based in St. Louis instead of Oquawka, but Edwin wasn’t convinced. He insisted that he had access to all the
same distribution routes as if he was in St. Louis and that he could manage the publication much more cheaply in
Oquawka than 8t. Louis. They exchanged a couple more letters and Edwin even sent Poe $50 to help him get started and
to cover travel expenses for a meeting in St. Louis. Edwin’s hopes for the magazine were dashed when Poe died
unexpectedly on October 7, 1849,



Sumner and Alexis Phelps surveyed and platted part of their claim for the village of Oquawka in July 1836, but the
physical rendering was drawn by Nathaniel Currier of Currier and Ives fame. The Phelps brothers made a lot of money
selling those lots, as expectations were high for Oquawka. Pethaps those expectations might have tempered if they had
read a letter written by Alexis’ brother-in-law. In 18386, Richard Day wrote the following about Oquawka:

You can wade through the streets of the city of Oquawka in sand up to your knees, and oh, those nobls,
majestic and magnificent prairies of which you hear so much, They do, it is true, look magnificent, but of
what use are they so long as they can never be inhabited?

Even with those sandy streets, Oquawka got off to a pretty good start. By the 1840s, the village was a busy Mississippi
River port. The riverfront, a half-mile of graded rock that served as boat landing, was lined with warehouses. A report in
1848 listed significant quantities of the following products shipping out of Oquawka: corn, wheat, cats, barley, flax seed,
white beans, potatoes, lard, tallow, and other pork products.

The Phelps brothers donated land for the county courthouse {Alexis also managed to win the contract to build it),
churches, a school, and a cemetery. Sumner Phelps built a big house on the river in 1840 similar to the one Alexis built a
few years earlier on the north end of town. Both houses still exist: Alexis’s as a museum and Sumner’s as a private
residence.

When Alexis died on December 11, 18486, the funeral was held at the brand new Presbyterian church, Workers hurried to
install the bell that had just arrived courtesy of the Phelps family (it is still in uge today but that building is now the
Oquawka Methodist Church}). Abe Lincoln attended the funeral, although many people assumed he was just ancther
Phelps brother because they looked so much alike.

Lincoln became close to the Phelps family around 1830 when the brothers’ father, Stephen, ran a trading post in
Sangamon County. Lincoln, it is said, went with Sumner back to Oquawka and got stranded there during a snowstorm,
spending several weeks with Sumner and his family in the cabin. While there, Lincoln and Alexis became good friends,
spending hours every day reading together. Years later, Sumner was guoled as saying: *l can still see Alexis and Abe
sprawled on the floor in front of the fireptace with the books.”

There’s another fun, perhaps apocryphal story, about Lincoln and Sumner Phelps that appears in many hooks. Lincoln is
said to have handed Sumner a pocket knife during a visit, telling him: “Sumner, this knife was given to me to keep untif |
found a homelier man than myself, so now | present it to you.”

Lincoln returned to Oquawka during his Senate campaign for a debate, sort of. On October 4, 1858, Stephen Douglas
addressed a crowd in town; Lincoln did the same thing, but not until 5 days tater,

Fun fact: If you visited Oquawka in 1849, here's what you might have spent on a few necessities: lodging: 0.125 cents pet
night per bed, plus 0.25 cenis per meal; a half pint of whiskey cost 0.125 cents.

Oquawka's early promise began to fade around 1851 when county voters rejected a measure to invest in a new railroad
line. Instead, in 1855 the railroad bypassed Oquawka, building to Burlington, lowa and adopting that ¢ity’s name as part of
its corporate identity. (It could have been the Chicago, Oguawka, & Quincy Railroad!)



A railroad finally reached Oquawka in 1869 (the Rockford, Rock Island, and St. Louis, later purchased by the Chicago,
Burlington, & Quincy), but by then it was not a major route. Nevertheless, Oquawka residents had twice daily passenger
service and freight service until the 1950s.

During the peak years, Oquawka's leaders made a pitch to attract a new college. In 1853, trustees of the llinois Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church were making plans to start a university that would be based in the area. Oguawka tried to
snag it, but the founders of the college didn’t want to locate in a river town, because they feared there would be too many
distractions that would undermine the ability of students to focus an learning. River towns were apparently the place to live
if you were a person with loose morals. Monmouth Academy opened in 1853 about 20 miles east in Monmouth, Hlinois. It
is still going today as a private school called Monmouth College with about 1,300 students.

By the 1880s, just three Mississippi River boats a week stopped at Oquawka. The region’s economy was centered around
agriculture; apples, especially. Other exports included grains and cider vinegar. If you lived in the region around that time
and needed to buy farm equipment or a wagon, you went to Oquawka. There were also quite a few commercial fishermen
and a part of town called “fish row” with eight fishing houses. Residents of Oquawka didn't want for choice when it came
to food and commercial goods, because so much was shipped on the Mississippi River at that time.

For many years, warehouses lined the riverfront, as goods were stored while they awaited transportation on the
Mississippi. Local folks ate a lot of river fish and spent recreational time on the river. In the 1880s, residents could take a

Saturday afternoon excursion on the Maggie Reaney, dancing to the sounds of a string band and snacking at the lunch
countar,

Vacation cottages were built along the river beginning around 1919 and extended north up to Delabar Mississippi River
Youth Park. These made the region a popular vacation destination in the 1920s, even for Chicago gangsters, who liked to
duck hunt here. Al Capone is supposed fo have been fond of nearby Benton lsfand.

A mile north of Schuyler Street there was a very popular sandy beach that attracted up to a thousand bathers on peak
summer days. If you got tired of swimiming or sunning, you could visit one of the beachside dance halls. No one swam on
Sundays, though. While some folks might be open for business on a Sunday (like excursion boats, trains, and saloons),
swimming on city beaches was prohibited between Sam and 10pm. The beach fun ended in the 1930s with the
construction of the lock and dam system, which raised the river level and covered the beach.

Like many communities in this part of the river, Oguawka was tied into the button business. In 1906, the city bought clam
shells from button factories and crushed them into a material that was used to pave city streets. John LaFond operated a _
button factory in the 1920s. He brought in clam shells by rail, stamped out buttons, then sent them away for finishing.

In more recent years, the town rushed to put out a big downtown fire (1976) and cheered when hometown hero Todd
Hamilton won golfing's British Open in 2004; he was later named PGA Rookie of the Year (he was 39 years old at the
time!). Oquawka today still atiracts a lot of pleasure boaters and other folks who prefer to spend their leisure time along
the Mississippi River.” :

3. Gladstone

The Mississippi Valley traveler identifies the following history of Gladstone. “The village that would become

Gladstone beaan around 1856 when a nlace named Sace Town was platted. It was named after farmer



Gideon Sage, a native of New York who moved here in 1848 with his fourteen children; people named Sage
must have accounted for the lion's share of the area’s population at that time. When the Chicago, Burlington, &
Quincy Raitroad buili a station at the village, good times rolled in. Farmers brought their goods to the station
and the railroad moved them to ports on the Mississippi.

Sage Town merged with its neighbor Lynn (named for Ezekiel Lynn) in 1881 and officially became Gladstone.
By that time, the village had already been around twenty-five years and had become a commercial center for
the surrounding area. It's possible that the city was named for British Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone,
like the small city in Michigan and the town in North Dakota.

In the 1870s, several quarries opened, followed in short order by the Gladstone Refinery, which processed
sorghum, grape sugar, and glucose. In 1880, the village counted two schools, two hotels, a post office, two
saloons, a physician, and a feed mill. According to a county history, Gladstone’s residents in the early 1880s
(when the village’s population peaked at 524) were employees of the railroad or the quarry, and the village had
a higher percentage of foreign-born residents than most other towns in the county.”

4. Bogus Hollow
HISTORY OF BOGUS HOLLOW (Provided by Jane Weir)

The Following Article was SPOTLIGHTED DURING HERITAGE TRAIL at a date in the past at the Weir Fruit Farm
Museum. ‘ ‘

“A new addition fo this year's Trail, is Bogus Hollow, the tourist stop started by the Frank Winters family in the
1930's, several miles southeast of Gladstone. This is a drive-by only viewing for this year's Trail-goers Mr.

~ Winters built several tourist cabins on old Rte. 34, as it wound through that area, described by some motorists
as the "most scenic stretch of highway in lllinois." alongside a stream with hilis in the background. He also
constructed a stone windmill, much admired by visitors. (Rumor has it it became overgrown with brush and lies
buried there). Lawn omaments hand made by Frank were also very popular with passersby. Following the
death of his wife, Eisie, Frank and his family, Jessiebelle, Virginia, and Frank, Jr. (Bud) moved fo the State of
Washington. Their oldest daughter, Madeline, had married Edwin VanTine, and remained it lllincis. The
business was sold to the Scott family. That family installed a swing high on a hill behind the tourist

- campground, which swung "out over the world, much to the horror of mothers watching in horror below", said
one of those who experienced the thrill of the swing. Later, Duke Burrell & his wife operated the gas station
there, selling their specialty, hand-dipped ice~-cream cones, to the delight of their customers. After Duke died,
his widow continued to serve up the generous-sized cones. It was a sad day for many when she retired to live
near her daughter in Burlington. "Bogus" Hollow pinpoints an area where newly-arrived immigrants from
Kentucky, the Burnside clan, began a crude counierfeiting operation in the 1850's, southeast of what is now
known as Gladstone. American currency was scarce in that era where barter was king. The operation was
briefly successful, before charges were brought by county authorities, but confusion in the frontier justice
system allowed the charges to be dismissed, and the perpetrators moved further west. A son, John Burnside,
died in 1870, from injuries received in the Civil War, and lies buried in the South Henderson cemetery. Once
described as the most beautiful section of Rte. 34 in lilincis, the cutoff (east end) of that mile-long Bogus



Bypass will be marked by yellow ribbons at the 1350 East marker, one and one-half miles west of the Country
Fun Restaurant. Another ribbon marks the entrance to the old Duke Buireli service station.” (Thanks to
members of the VanTine family and to historian Virginia Ross for the above information.)

{E-aww;ink.%’én%@{%&mwﬁ%ﬁmmﬁﬂﬁhig :

5. Guifport
History of the village can be found on Mississippi Valley Traveler. “The village formerly known as East Burlington has
long had a reputation as a place where folks could go to indulge in certain socially shunned behaviors, as long as they did
it quietly. Founded in 1855 as the western terminus of the Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy Railroad, the village grew into a
popular place to gamble and buy sex, a vice trade that catered primarily to men who worked on the river or railroads, as




well as a few local farmers. In the early years, these establishments worked out of log cabins and under trees until proper
buildings went up. The East Burlington Hotel was one of those places, a popular two-story brothel near the river.

The De Hague family ran another popular establishment, a tavern and boarding house. The patriarch, Joseph, would have
been an interesting guy to have a beer with. He was apparently an associate of pirate Jean Lafitte when he was a
teenager, but he got out of the pirating business with the help of an official pardon for fighting with the United States
during the War of 1812, De Hague mined lead for a while in Galena, then worked on a few riverboats. In the early 1830s
he bought land at Gulfport and set about building a life for his family. Me farmed for a short while, then built his

establishment near the river, making good money until his death in 1856. Oh for a time machine to spend just one evening
in that establishment! '

in the 1860s and 1870s, much of the vice trade floated on gunboats, which were basically shacks built on top of barges.
They would tie up along the Mississippi near a town, where they were either ignored by local authorities or moored just
beyond their jurisdiction. If they attracted the enmity of local folks, they just untied and floated down to a new location.The
gunboats weren't always quick enough to get away, though; sometimes locaf folks got to them first. In July 1870, Charles
Coburn killed Fred Watson on a gunboat. Coburn was arrested and eventually convicted of murder and sentenced to 14
years at Joliet. The night he was arrested, a group of vigilantes from town raided the gunboat and seized two women,
then torched the boat. The women were tossed in jail for 8 months. When another gunboat tried to establish itself in the
area a couple of years later, vigilantes raided it, foo, complete with the seizing of the women and burning of the boat,
before catching the owner, a man known as Chippewa Jack.

The village had other businesses besides vice, like a busy stockyard that operated from 1867 until 1920 and a grain
terminal that opened in the 1980s for river shipping. When the village incorporated in 1928, East Burlingten became
Gulfport, a name that was reputedly chosen to emphasize that the town is on a waterway that links to the Gulf of Mexico,

During Prohibition, Gulfport was a busy place for bootleggers. Gulfport had a dance hall called Turner's Hall where booze
was served without any attempt to hide it. After Prohibition ended, one of Gulfport's main industries remained booze and
bars, and the city was nicknamed “Sin City.” Some clubs had strippers (many were students earning money for their
tuition at nearby colleges), but music was also a big draw. Country singer Johnny Paycheck once played an impromptu
show at a Gulfport bar. The bars clustered on the south side of town, which is why residents who lived on the north side of
town could insist that Gulfport was a quiet place to live.

Flooding eventually took a big toll on Guifport, though. A big flood in 1965 destroyed some businesses, but it was the
2008 flood that really hurt. When two levees failed on June 18, water rushed into Guifport, separating the village hall from
its foundation and submerging many buildings and cutting off US Highway 34. Aside from the loss of businesses, Gulfport
lost much of its already small population, as the village shrunk from 207 residents in 2000 to just 54 permanent residents
ten years later. Many people left because they didn’t have flood insurance and therefore couldn't afford to rebuild. Federal
rules at the time didn'’t require them to own flood insurance, because they had a big levee between them and the river.”

6. Biggsville

According to the website illinois.outfitters.com, Biggsville was “laid out by Andrew and Samuel Douglass Oct. 3, 1855.
Named in honor of John Biggs who was born in Manchester, England in 1802 and is buried in Cumberland Cemetery 5
mites northwest of the village. Mr. Biggs purchased the Grain Mills near what is now Biggsville in 1843."
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Martin induceﬁ
M. He w, arasthwait-nf_rnwa, %o eome o Bxggsville andfpuz in

After umnmderable cermapnndema, Hr

a stnek of goecis. Th:w Wﬂ.ﬂ a.laa in 1858._ ‘.‘Ehis ataukw a.a mly

ﬁuch aa' was mnst neeéed, aueh a8 tea., cgﬁ'ﬂa, molasaaa emd ethern '
" grwemea a.mi upened nu‘a to mﬁa in & wmxer af B:ar*&in@*a wam-

-L.t'- 0 ga ey Burlingt.an |

..hﬁuﬁe. I‘b wes the cuﬁtnm ni_lﬂr- crast'__,:_

"'a.nﬁ ;mrahaﬁe his gacda b;sr whal ' .a.le and bring i;hem ‘ba.ok in. hia
m.: ot withamnaing all the a;szieumes that then - preﬂenwd |
_themﬁselvea,, ur

_ a flﬁumshing buamaﬁm “He' ﬁmn

ﬁ‘aﬁer buil'b a« h@uae ,juatl np;poaita i:-he da;mt, on the extreme '_: |
eaat emi ui* lmt Btreﬁt, ﬁn the aauth side (mw ﬂanupied by G:Lyda
ErVin}v | R RN o S . B
N '.l‘he mxt 'isa antex‘ im;o 'bhﬁ m&xemula tmae in]t oW waa
' Isaac Myeratime, wha cceu;giad ‘ﬁhe thix‘d heuﬁe weat t):f‘ the eaat



'eml aﬁ‘ Hﬁ.&n atram, on "ﬁhe B outh ﬁ:ﬁ.ﬁa. i{& ﬂ;ﬁﬁm d up g ﬁ“buﬂk :.a;t‘ aw
genﬁa, gmuexiea, hmdwam, r:&rué;ia ang. medid&nﬁ, Batwam him ami
crasthwait on the ﬂama Bide nf the stmet, a .‘nd; el wm built by
4v Taleott a.ml agﬁupiﬁﬂ h;r him By mm til:l. tha time of hm depth, _
Cin a,holat 166&«_ A year iatar t,lm hnuaa Woas- salﬂ tn Tamsa Eaul, wh@
Tan it Muntil aftver i8ve whm it paaaad :in‘bo tha ‘Bands of aﬁwx’ m
_ arhea and ie naw the pmparty ai‘ %‘h ?filw and mcmpied hy Iiwa.:s:*d =
':ﬁeicamam , B
| :En 1858 ‘l;ha ;pla.,ea began to aaauma a:n air a:ﬁ‘ impartm ae Be
_a cummem&ml Bboint, hm; xw pu&wi‘fica ;had ,yet made ﬁ.ta appe a,rm o8
: _.and mwming;ly the peaylﬁ in thia viainity eomlm&ﬂ ‘t«q aa:&: Umla
Ea.m tca grant. them sme sng thus ab*vmte t}w necamaity o:t‘ gaing thmfa : _
‘miles wuth of town fox a weekly umail. A;E“E;er gatﬁing the requived
num’ber ae;f,‘ petiticnera ‘bha‘t eld dmstrlbﬁtox of yoataffiaes qmietly _
.dmpped a conmission aa pﬂaﬁmaatﬂr in‘hu ﬁha J.e.p of B. II. E@rtim ’iha
| -kapt pﬂsﬁnffine fox a few y&ars in axxe uamer cx:tf hia gx&inwamhaum
'..a.nﬁ thie ;peoplﬂ awngratula:ted themﬂelves hereaf’i;er an A ﬁamly ma:,l,
end thm; i;n tn’m* Ahnut thﬁ “Hame . '&ime G‘u H. :la.‘artmw ay a:}.a»eﬁed Bl .
_ ecmi%iumd a juatma n:ﬁ' the pea-::e, thuugh up tlll this i;ima them o
_ Beema o haw heen ‘bu*tr Mttla neaﬁ of & r:mux‘t of juﬁﬁme, a.s mst
| a.ll s:iiffmultiea were set‘tled in a frmndl;v way or the parts,as woumﬁ
&ggqurn 1;@ Bsm@ ggmgment gnlmm ami Imnnk the dii‘f:&w:&.tiea off ﬁaeh, .
.' nther'ﬁ farzew__' SR et BT _
jﬁzggamlle ha.d na reﬂldem: physician lzp 'bca laﬁﬁ Qr a,haw@; _
-':t,ha*b tzme, whssm Iim Iﬁavid lml'iill uama anﬂ pam&nent}.y Mcatasi ham,
..Whez‘ﬁ he aaun huilib up ami an,jaye& an ememed and pmi‘ita‘bla woaet i»:ae .
T’h& firﬁt ‘hla.gkﬂmithing dﬂne in "bhe tawn WS dmi ng the huilﬁing of
.:a:ngga s mi},l in 1&44, h:{ ;rahn }). Birdaallu This. hawevax waa anly '
'a primm affair a.nd the earlieat bueiness m:ﬁ‘ the kind was: amrmd
in :1856 by P&trmk ﬁhaw, wheae buﬁineaa it Was to mend fmrka, Blmv ﬁ:.a



imn and atee:ﬂ plnwa, whiah had t.aken e plma cr:f‘ *&ha ;pionem-fa rde

it mum 'ba bnme if widnd that the fir &t plow

used on 't;:ne prairie Was maﬂe ai* wm)d, with & sﬁeal shars s drawn
by zf'rom i‘nur o ﬂ x VXS,

iFa 1{_

waeden 3.mp:hemﬁnta :fn:r

Thaae wem followed b;:r men Pui:l.ar and

Wile,y and lgﬁer by ]):t.:mn and Rodman whase mvila still ring
unday the mmaeular atroke of the hamer. '

'Wrn't;en by “f&na @ibh in 19(36* £or Home of her school work. Materidl
talcen from %he His*t.or;sf ot Me::oe:r: and Warren Lountizy. :

THIS chmuns stiows NOBLE*S cmm _ . : .
.+ CHABLES NOBLE punc}msm:r BUILDING AND SMALL HOUSE MmDLE 19508, HE "PURCHASED

FRON LEE ALLAMAN, WHEN FIRST PURCHASED CHARLIE SOLD AND REPATHED TIRES,

S0LD BATTERIES AND PUMPED GAS ALONG W/OFERATING A CAFE, SOLD SONE Gnoaﬁnms
gh) sor,nscﬁoon-'snpmins'. LATER HE DISCON‘I‘INUED TIRE AND BATTERY SERVICE
AND DISCONPINUED BUNFING -GAS. BULLDING WAS THEN USED FGH SELLING GBOQEBIES
SCHOGL SUPBLIES ALONG w/mmmuc A CAFE.  HIS WIFEZ, RUTH, OFERATED THE CAFE -

" AS CHARLIR comwmmsn T0 BE THE AG TEACHER AT Bmcavn.m HIGH SCHOOL. GHARLES
NGBLE CAHE 16 BI0GEUIILE HIGH SCHOOL TN TR SPRING OF 1942 A% THE AG TEACHER

AND STAYED THRU THE SCHOOL YEAR OF 19*5?/1958. CHABLES STEVENSON AND FAMILY |
WERE RENTING THE smm. HOUSE IN THE 19%0%. "IN FEBRUARY oF 1965 CATHERINE

 Swith HOVED INTO THE SMALL "HOUBE - AN BEGAN OFERATING THE CAFE. I THINK _

 GATHERINE - RENTED THE BUSINESS AND HOME TROM CHARLIE. sonm YEARS. LATER .

- CATHERINEYS HEALTH WENT B&D, SHE BAD %0 GTVE UP THE CAFE AND. EVENTUALLY
GHABLIE sow BUSINESS AND ‘SMALL, HOUSE 70 CLIFFORD KNAPP,

- A8 GF Tuls DATE, 12/24/04, BOTE BUILDING gin! SML HOUSE AHE STILL STANDENG,
OLD GAFE HAS BENN USED As & BESIDENCE FOR A NUMBER oF YEARE 4D “IHE. LITTLE
ﬂ;ouap; I8 STILL BEING USED A8 4 RESIDENCE. Bumnmss ARE Locman NORTH STDE op
ROVTE #9%, comwa LEFT OF ROAD THAT GURS BY THE: oLy Bisc;svxam 158 SCHOOI,. GYM.

QATHERTINE SMITH PASSED BWAY TR 1‘986 CHMLFS ANB RUTH NOBLE BOTH FASSED AWAY
11‘1 193? AND CLIFPORD KNAPF PASSED JWEY IN 198



Henderson County Family and Genealogy Society
110 Hill Crest Dr Biggsville, IL 61418

Henderson County Public Library

hendeolibrary@omail.com 309-627-2450

Lihrary hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday —~ 2 a.m. t0 5 p.m.

Thursday — % am. to 7 p.m.

Saturday ~ § a.m. toe 1 p.m. (open through noon hour}

Closed Sundays and halidays

Genealogy meetings hsid on the third Thursday of February, April, June, August, and Qclober



